
 

 

Increasing Open Inquiry on College Campuses Research Grant 

 

Grant amount: $30,000 USD 

Deadline to apply: May 7, 2021, 11:59 pm ET 

 

About Heterodox Academy 

Heterodox Academy (HxA) is a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization that works to improve the quality 

of research and education by promoting open inquiry, viewpoint diversity, and constructive 

disagreement in institutions of higher learning. 

 

Grant Background 

To further its mission, HxA is creating a set of empirically valid tools that college administrators, 

faculty, and students can use to promote open inquiry, viewpoint diversity, and constructive 

disagreement on their campuses. HxA has already identified several individual characteristics related 

to these aspects of campus culture that this toolkit can target: empathy and perspective-taking, 

intellectual humility, curiosity, open-minded cognition, and self-censorship; we have also selected 

measures of these individual characteristics. HxA now seeks to complete this toolkit by launching its 

Increasing Open Inquiry on College Campuses Research Grant, which will fund research identifying 

interventions that affect these key individual characteristics. 

 

Grant Information 

HxA’s Increasing Open Inquiry on College Campuses Research Grant specifically funds studies of 

interventions that may increase college students’ empathy and perspective-taking, intellectual 

humility, curiosity, or open-minded cognition, or that may decrease their self-censorship. Each 

applicant or team of applicants proposes an intervention (virtual or in-person) that arguably achieves 

at least one of these effects, along with at least one study to determine if it has its target effect(s) 

using corresponding measures that HxA selected to operationalize these outcomes.* Five proposals 

will each receive $30,000 to support their respective research projects, which will take place between 

August 2021 and May 2022. Interventions that these studies determine to be effective, with their 

supplementary materials, will become part of HxA’s publicly available toolkit. 

*Target outcomes and their corresponding measures are below: 

● empathy and perspective-taking (Interpersonal Reactivity Index, Perspective Taking and Empathic 

Concern subscales; Davis, 1980, 1983) 

● intellectual humility (Intellectual Humility Scale; Leary et al., 2017) 

● curiosity (Five-Dimensional Curiosity Scale Revised; Kashdan et al., 2020) 

● open-minded cognition (Open-Minded Cognition Scale; Price, Ottati, Wilson, & Kim, 2015) 

● self-censorship (Willingness to Self-Censor Scale; Hayes, Glynn, & Shanahan, 2005) 

https://heterodoxacademy.org/
http://www.sjdm.org/dmidi/Interpersonal_Reactivity_Index.html#Description
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/28903672/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S019188692030026X
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0146167215600528
https://academic.oup.com/ijpor/article/17/4/443/687514


 

 

Timeline 

 
 
Eligibility 

● Principal Investigators  

o need to be professors at an accredited, 501(c)(3), U.S. college or university 

o need to have theoretical and research expertise on at least one of the target outcomes above 

● Interventions  

o need to arguably increase students’ empathy and perspective-taking, intellectual humility, 

curiosity, or open-minded cognition, or arguably decrease self-censorship 

o need to be free of any license, copyright, or other restrictions that could prevent them from 

becoming part of HxA’s publicly available toolkit 

o may be virtual or in-person 

● Studies  

o need to examine the effect of an intervention that meets the above criteria on at least one of 

the target outcomes above, using the corresponding measures that HxA selected to 

operationalize these outcomes 

o need to use a sample of U.S. undergraduate students and take place in an academic setting 

(in-person or virtual) 

o may include measures of researchers’ choosing in addition to those target outcome measures 

that HxA selected 

 

Summary of Application Requirements 

● Propose an intervention that arguably achieves at least one current target effect: Describe its 

theoretical and empirical background in relation to the requisite outcome or outcomes under 

study 

● Propose a study to test this intervention: Describe its methodology and data analysis 

● Describe the research team’s expertise on the proposed intervention and the requisite outcome or 

outcomes under study 

● Present the study’s timeline and budget breakdown 

● Upload the CV of each research team member 



 

 

Evaluation Criteria: 

● Quality of argument and evidence connecting the intervention to the requisite outcome or 

outcomes under study 

● Quality of proposed research methodology and data analysis 

● Feasibility of study within current timeline and budget 

● Expertise of research team regarding the intervention and requisite outcome or outcomes under 

study 

 

Recipient Requirements 

● submit a final report of these study results for publication on HxA’s website by May 20, 2022 

● submit a final budget of these study expenses along with accompanying receipts 

● submit a progress report midway during data collection 

● participate in a meeting and a few email communications to advise HxA about creating a toolkit 

from their intervention, sometime between June and July 2022 

 

Questions? Read this FAQ page. If you have further questions, email them to 

research@heterodoxacademy.org. 

 

The Increasing Open Inquiry on College Campuses Research Grant is possible in whole through the 

support of a grant from the John Templeton Foundation. The opinions expressed by funded projects 

are those of their authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the John Templeton Foundation. 

http://heterodoxacademy.org/research-funding-faq
mailto:research@heterodoxacademy.org


 

 

Researcher Information 

 

The principal investigator of this research should complete this application. If this proposal includes 

other researchers (e.g., other faculty members, postdocs, or graduate students), list them under 

“Collaborating Researchers” below. Note that HxA will send updates about this application only to its 

principal investigator. 

 

Principal Investigator 

Name: 

Institutional Affiliation: 

Position:    

Institutional Email:    

Institutional Phone Number: 

Institutional Address: 

Faculty Profile URL: 

 

Collaborating Researchers: 

Name Position 
(e.g., postdoc or graduate student) 

University Affiliation 

   

   

   

   

   

 

 

 

Institutional Nonprofit Designation and Contact 

 

Upload your institution’s IRS 501(c)(3) determination letter. 

pdf (.pdf) or picture (.jpg, .jpeg, or .png) file upload 

 

Provide a contact at your institution who would help to process these funds. This person may be your 

contact at your college or university's grant office or office of sponsored programs. 

Name: 

Email: 



 

 

Project Information 

 

Title of Proposal: 

 

Select the target outcome or outcomes of this research. Remember that each study needs to examine 

effects on at least one of these individual characteristics, operationalizing them with corresponding 

measures that HxA selected. In addition to these requisite measures, this research can also include 

other variables as mediators, moderators, or additional outcomes. If this proposal includes multiple 

studies, these studies should examine the same set of these requisite outcomes. 

☐ empathy and perspective-taking (Interpersonal Reactivity Index, Perspective Taking and Empathic 

Concern subscales; Davis, 1980, 1983) 

☐ intellectual humility (Intellectual Humility Scale; Leary et al., 2017) 

☐ curiosity (Five-Dimensional Curiosity Scale Revised; Kashdan et al., 2020) 

☐ open-minded cognition (Open-Minded Cognition Scale; Price, Ottati, Wilson, & Kim, 2015) 

☐ self-censorship (Willingness to Self-Censor Scale; Hayes, Glynn, & Shanahan, 2005) 

 

The individual characteristics you select above will be the referent for “the requisite outcome or 

outcomes under study” from here on in this application. 

http://www.sjdm.org/dmidi/Interpersonal_Reactivity_Index.html#Description
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/28903672/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S019188692030026X
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0146167215600528
https://academic.oup.com/ijpor/article/17/4/443/687514


 

 

Proposal 

 

Upload an APA-compliant manuscript that includes (a) an introduction describing the intervention 

you propose to examine and its background, (b) methods and analysis sections for each study you 

propose to conduct, and (c) a reference list of the citations in these previous sections. More specific 

details about the contents of this document follow. The maximum length of this document is eight 

pages (double-spaced per APA), excluding its reference list; it can also include one figure or table as 

well as up to two pages of appendices that detail the supporting materials of this intervention (e.g., 

list of published materials that students read or specific instructions for a course assignment that they 

complete as part of this intervention). 

 

Introduction 

Describe the intervention you propose to examine, its theoretical background if it has one, and 

provide a detailed empirical justification for why this intervention should affect the requisite outcome 

or outcomes under study. Write this section for academic readers who are knowledgeable in empirical 

research but who might not be in your field of study. 

 

Methods 

In describing the methodology of each study, specifically include: (a) the target sample size of this 

study along with a power analysis to justify this target sample size, (b) some empirical justification for 

the effect size that went into this power analysis, and (c) a description of the ideal demographic 

makeup for this sample as well as how you will recruit and incentivize these students to participate in 

this study. This section does not need to describe the measures of empathy and perspective-taking, 

intellectual humility, curiosity, open-minded cognition, and self-censorship that HxA is providing. 

 

Analysis 

Describe the analysis you propose to conduct to determine if this intervention affects the requisite 

outcome or outcomes under study. If this research includes variables that you propose to analyze as 

mediators or moderators of this effect or these effects, discuss those analyses in a separate 

subsection. Also discuss the results you hypothesize from each analysis in this section. 

 

pdf (.pdf) or Word (.doc or .docx) file upload 



 

 

Tentative Study Timeline 

 

Indicate when each of these study milestones would happen for this specific research, within the 

overall timeline of this grant (i.e., notifications about the outcome of this grant competition will go 

out mid-June 2021 and this study should be complete by May 20, 2022). 

 

Submit IRB: 

Begin Data Collection: 

End Data Collection: 

Begin Data Analysis: 

Report Results: 



 

 

Researcher Expertise 

 

Write up to 200 words describing your theoretical and research expertise regarding this intervention 

and the requisite outcome or outcomes under study. If this proposal includes collaborating 

researchers, also provide this content for each of them and then write up to 200 words describing the 

roles that everyone on your research team will play in conducting this research. Complete this 

subsection by downloading the template below, filling it out, and then uploading it. 

Researcher Expertise template download 
(Clicking on this link will download this template through your web browser.) 

pdf (.pdf) or Word (.doc or .docx) file upload 

 

Upload the CV of each member of your research team; in these CVs, highlight (literally) anything 

relevant to this intervention or to the requisite outcome or outcomes under study. 

pdf (.pdf) or Word (.doc or .docx) file upload 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/jwbtowvnbscmj18/Researcher%20Expertise%20-%20%5BPI%27s%20last%20name%5D.docx?dl=1


 

 

Budget 

 

Indicate how you would spend the $30,000 budget for this research. Note that only 5% of these funds 

(i.e., $1,500) can pay for overhead costs (e.g., utilities) and that they cannot pay for (a) research 

activities outside the purview of this grant, (b) purchasing a license to this intervention or any of its 

materials, (c) capital purchases or purchases that extend beyond this research project (e.g., 

computers), or (d) travel costs. Complete this budget by downloading the budget template below, 

filling it out, and then uploading it. 

Budget template download 
(Clicking on this link will download this template through your web browser.) 

Excel (.xls or .xlsx) file upload 
 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/qi8wd7ki5rsguhd/Budget%20-%20%5BPI%27s%20last%20name%5D.xlsx?dl=1

