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Christian Alejandro Gonzalez 

I think people would feel more comfortable with expressing their views. So this is at the level of 

students, for example, in classrooms, if they get a more politically diverse professoriate. And then at 

the level of scholarship, I think the range of opinions that could be expressed would also increase if 

there was more of a balance. 

 

Zach Rausch 

Christian Gonzalez here on Heterodox Out Loud. Today's episode is about how we treat our 

ideological adversaries and how responses to them often come down to a numbers game. I'm your 

host, Zach Rausch. Stay with us. Our guest is Christian Gonzalez, a PhD student in political theory at 

Georgetown University and a writing fellow at Heterodox Academy. We'll hear his argument that 

social power dynamics, the extent to which some groups are larger than others, can affect how 

individuals treat the other side. It's a disturbing story about power, privilege, and human nature. 

Before our interview, Christian's blog on social power dynamics and political discourse. The narrator 

is Richard Davies. 

 

The full blog post can be found on our website here:  

On Social Power Dynamics in Political Discourse 

 

Zach Rausch 

Richard Davies reading Christian Gonzalez's blog on social power dynamics and political discourse. 

Christian joins us now. Thank you so much for coming onto Heterodox Out Loud. I've been a big fan 

of your work. You've written a bunch of blogs for us over the years. Just to start, for those in the 

Heterodox community who don't know you, can you give a brief introduction to yourself and a little 

bit about what you study? 

 

Christian Alejandro Gonzalez 

I first started writing for Heterodox Academy when I was an undergrad at Columbia, and I studied 

political science and history. And now I'm in my second year of my PhD in political theory at 

Georgetown. And my research focuses on the history of the 18th and 19th centuries, especially in 

https://heterodoxacademy.org/blog/on-social-power-dynamics-in-political-discourse/
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Britain, France and the United States, and also on the political philosophy that was written at that 

time. 

 

Zach Rausch 

Can you give a little bit more context to the blog? What got you thinking about the political dynamics 

on campus and relevant issues? 

 

Christian Alejandro Gonzalez 

I wanted to explain why the left and the universities was stifling speech it didn't like, and I was 

unsatisfied with a common kind of explanation for it that Conservatives would offer, which was that 

there was something about left-wing ideology that makes it sort of inherently anti-free speech. And 

what I wanted to suggest was that there's something about human nature and social dynamics, 

which makes it so that when you're an overwhelming majority in an institution, you're going to 

mistreat and marginalize people who would disagree with you. So I explained the stifling of speech 

among certain segments of the academic left by noting the fact that they have a lot more social 

power than Conservatives and not emphasizing anything about the particular content of their 

ideology. 

 

Zach Rausch 

I want to take this in two different directions, but to start, I feel like maybe it's an obvious answer, 

but I feel like if you go to a University and there's a ratio of let's just say it's like ten to one of 

Christians and Jews, I feel like the vitriol is not there, even though there is an imbalance of ideology 

and religious background. But with politics, it's a whole other level of animosity that exists. And so 

what is it that's different about politics in the University and the disparities there versus disparities 

in other areas that maybe wouldn't have the same kind of impact? 

 

Christian Alejandro Gonzalez 

Yeah, that's a really good point. Actually. I would say at least in kind of elite universities, on the 

whole, people's religious identity isn't really activated as much as their political identity. So if you're 

walking around, you might identify as Jewish or Christian, but it's not something that you sort of 

wear on your sleeve to the same degree as your politics. I think if it were as active as an identity, 

then you would get the same dynamic. So, like, if people really cared about how Christian they were 

and they outnumbered other religions ten to one, and people's Christian beliefs influenced the way 

they taught and the way they produced scholarship, then I think you would get the same sort of 

disdain for people who attacked Christianity, for example. 
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Zach Rausch 

So for the most part, I feel like this is true still in universities and mainstream outlets, but at least 

recently, I've personally begun to notice that the language used by people on the right, or more 

Conservatives in some conservative outlets, and even now in some mainstream outlets like The 

Atlantic, New York Times, there are conversations that tend to be around cancel culture, critical race 

theory, authors are accusing leftists now of being racist. And, I am wondering if there's some sort of 

change in social power dynamics going on. And I was wondering what you thought about that. 

 

Christian Alejandro Gonzalez 

Yeah, I wonder. So John McWhorter has a new book, I think called "Woke Racism," so, yeah, some 

people who are, let's say, against academic identity politics are kind of flipping the charge back 

against the dominant kind of view. I would say there's less of it than the other way around. I think it's 

reasonable to say if you look at the extent to which the racism charge gets thrown around in 

mainstream venues, if you spend some time on the New York Times' op-ed page, you'll get a lot 

more of that charge than if you do on like reading National Review, for instance. But there is, as you 

know, this shift that some people, like John McWhorter is one example are making. But I would say 

even then the sting of Conservatives calling leftists racist is not the same. So with the exception of 

antisemitism, and that's a different discussion, but I struggle to think of an example where 

Conservatives accused some author, for instance, of harboring anti-black racist prejudice and then 

managed to cancel him in some way or her. For instance. Some people say that some of the things 

Ibram Kendi says are racist, but he still seems to be prominent and be doing well. 

 

So I don't think the social power dynamics have really shifted to get at your question. 

 

Zach Rausch 

Right. The actual implications that come out of those accusations, there's still a massive imbalance. I 

think you're right about that. At the end of your blog, you mentioned that you don't really know how 

to solve the issue of these disparities and social dynamics other than maybe reducing the gap of 

political disparities. But you said this term of like, we wear politics on our sleeves all the time now. 

And I'm just wondering if you had thought more about other solutions, aside from minimizing the 

gap between the disparities of how many leftists, how many Conservatives are on campus, and if 

there are other ways to mitigate these issues. 

 

Christian Alejandro Gonzalez 
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I guess I have thought more about it. But if anything, I've become firmer in my belief that the only 

way is to shift the social power dynamics so that people who lean left don't so overwhelmingly 

outnumber people who don't lean left. And that comes out of, for instance, studying a lot of 

intellectual history and noticing that any time there is an overwhelming majority of a certain 

ideology in a profession, in an academic profession, you get these kind of unhealthy dynamics. The 

example comes from Peter Novick's book, "That Noble Dream," which is a history of academic 

history in the United States. So it's a history of history departments. And in the early 20th century, 

one of the things that comes out from this book is that actually Christians were the sort of dominant 

orthodoxy in academic history departments. And some places, like some universities, actually 

required basically mission statements before they hired historians, saying, how will your historical 

scholarship promote the word of Christ? And how will you manifest Christian values in your work? 

And if you didn't, then you were sort of not welcome. And John Stuart Mill also talked about this in 

his essay, "On Liberty." 

 

He talks about how any time someone has a minority, like a small minority opinion, they are subject 

to this kind of disdain and so on. We need a sort of balance of power. Anytime you get 90% plus it 

will be bad, of an ideology dominating. So we need to fix that, and that's what's going to solve it, in 

my opinion. 

 

Zach Rausch 

So do you think the solution in your mind, is some sort of conservative affirmative action, or is there 

a different approach that you have? 

 

Christian Alejandro Gonzalez 

Yeah. So I'm skeptical of affirmative action for Conservatives. It's a long conversation of sort of what 

is to be done. But the first thing I would say is that there has to be a sort of long-term thinking about 

the shifts in academic thinking and the way academia operates generally don't happen overnight for 

the institution to change. I do think Conservatives need to gain a foothold. I wouldn't want 

Conservatives to be 90% either. I wouldn't want to reverse the situation. I think Conservatives and 

people who are sympathetic to Heterodox Academy, which isn't only Conservatives should start 

thinking about how they will get that foothold. I don't want affirmative action now, but I would want 

projects that support people who are like, not far left, at least, not part of the dominant orthodoxy 

and promoting their scholarship and their work so that eventually we can get some sort of balance. 

 

Zach Rausch 
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Can you talk about why it increases academic freedom and what are the benefits that come with 

making those changes? 

 

Christian Alejandro Gonzalez 

One is I think people would feel more comfortable with expressing their views. So this is at the level 

of students, for example, in classrooms, if they get a more politically diverse professoriate and then 

at the level of scholarship, I think the range of opinions that could be expressed would also increase. 

If there was more of a balance, the benefits would be both at the level of teaching and at the level of 

scholarship. 

 

Zach Rausch 

What do you want to make sure that when people read your work, this essay, what do you want to 

make sure that people are coming away with? 

 

Christian Alejandro Gonzalez 

To some degree, I'm saying that I'm speaking to people on the right who are really hostile to 

everything about the left, and I'm saying, well, maybe don't be so harsh. If you had that sort of 

power, you would probably be doing the same. And the other is just thinking what I mentioned 

previously, thinking about how the real issue is to solve the social power imbalance and that's going 

to require long-term thinking. 

 

Zach Rausch 

Thank you so much, Christian. It was great to talk to you. 

 

Christian Alejandro Gonzalez 

No, you're so welcome. 

 

Zach Rausch 

Christian Gonzalez on Heterodox Out Loud. If you want to read more of his blogs, go to 

heterodoxacademy.org/blog and stay up to date with Heterodox Academy's essays, resources, 

research, and events at our website. You're listening to Heterodox Out Loud. Subscribe and 

download us on Spotify, Apple Podcasts or wherever you listen. Davies Content produced this show. 

I'm Zach Rausch, until next time. 

https://heterodoxacademy.org/blog/
https://heterodoxacademy.org/heterodoxoutloud/
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